
Donna Swilley is an 18 year coaching veteran, beginning at D’Iberville High School, located in 
D’Iberville, MS in 2000 as an assistant for both fast and slow pitch. She took over the DHS fast 
pitch program in 2005,  where she remained through the 2013 season. In 2016,  Coach Swilley 
was named head coach of the St. Martin HIgh School team, located in Ocean Springs.  During 
her fastpitch coaching career, Coach Swilley has led her teams to 7 Division Titles, 4 Final Four 
appearances, has been selected as the Mississippi Association of Coaches South All Star 
Coach twice, has been recognized as a member of the Easton Softball 200 Win Club, has 
advanced her teams to the state play-offs for 13 consecutive seasons, and has seen over 30 of 
her players move on as scholarship student-athletes to play collegiate softball. The DHS Slow 
Pitch teams collected 5 Division Titles during the 10 years Coach Swilley was an assistant. 
Coach Swilley is also a Certified Athletic Trainer, and has enjoyed a 30 year career in that field 
in addition to her coaching and teaching career. Coach Swilley is excited to return home to 
Quitman and be a part of Panther Nation, and she is looking forward to being able to contribute 
to the Lady Panther Softball program!!! 
 
For over 30 years, Donna Swilley has been a Certified Athletic Trainer covering multiple schools 
on the Mississippi Gulf Coast. Swilley was instrumental in the development of SportsMedicine 
Specialists, which covers the majority of schools in the 3 coastal counties. In 1990, upon 
obtaining her National Athletic Trainers Association Certification, Donna began working with 
Biloxi Regional Medical Center’s outreach program and remained as Director of Sports Medicine 
with Encore Rehab/Sportsmedicine Specialists until 2001. Ms Swilley then began her teaching 
and coaching career at d’Iberville High School, while also continuing to provide full time athletic 
training services to the DHS Warrior athletic programs. She took a 2 year “break” to be a full 
time instructor at the University of Southern Mississippi-Gulf Park Campus; as an instructor in 
the Sport Coaching Degree Program. During her time at USM, Coach Swilley taught including 
Kinesiology, Sport Psychology, Sport Pedagogy, Prevention and Care of Athletic Injuries, 
Coaching Women’s Sports, and multiple other classes. Coach Swilley returned to the high 
school softball coaching ranks in 2015 to lead the St Martin Yellow Jacket softball program. 
After 5 years at St. Martin, Coach Swilley is returning to her home town of Quitman, and will be 
teaching 7th grade Science at Quitman Junior High. Coach Swilley has been a mentor to so 
many young female athletes as their coach and as well as teaching so many life skills. As an 
athletic trainer, the number of athletes she has assisted through their injury and rehab process 
would be hard to put a total on. She has seen many of her “kids” become teachers, lawyers, 
physical therapists, athletic trainers, doctors, nurses, and so many other professions, and is very 
proud of her 30 year Gulf Coast careers.  


